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Question- 1

Read the given extract and answer the questions that follow: -

Antonio
Thou knows’t that all my fortunes are at sea;
Neither have I money, nor commodity
To raise a present sum: therefore, go forth;
Try what my credit can in Venice do:
That shall be rack’d, even to the uttermost,
To furnish thee to Belmont, to fair Portia.
Go, presently inquire, and so will I,
Where money is; and I no question make,
To have it of my trust or for my sake.

i. Why is Antonio unable to help Bassanio at once? [3]
ii. Why was the money required urgently? [3]
iii. What does Antonio instruct Bassanio to do to get a loan?  [3]
iv. Who is Portia? Why does Bassanio want to go to Belmont?   [3]
v. Give any two-character traits of Antonio in the scene. How are they different 

from the character traits of Bassanio?   [4]

Question -2

Bangle Sellers are we who bear
Our shining loads to the temple fair….
Who will buy these delicate, bright
Rainbow- tinted colours of light?
Lustrous tokens of radiant lives,
For happy daughters and happy wives.

i. What is being referred to “shining loads”? Who all are its prospective buyers? [3]
ii. Bangle sellers could sell their goods anywhere. Why do they choose to sell them 

at the temple fair?            [3]
iii. Which figure of speech is used in the line, “Rainbow- tinted circles of light”? 

Explain what is linked to the happiness of daughters and wives.                       [3]
iv. What role do the bangle sellers play in the traditional Indian set up, according to 

this extract?                                [3]
v. State the colours of the bangles meant for a maiden. What do these colours 

symbolise?                                                       [4]



Question-3

“It’s Miss Fairchild,” he said, with a smile. I will ask you to excuse the other hand; ‘its 
otherwise engaged just at present.”

i.   Who said, “Its Miss Fairchild”? Which hand of his was       engaged? How?     
[3]

ii.   Why did the young lady’s look change to bewildered horror? What changes 
were seen in her due to the horror?                     [3]

iii.   What did the glum- faced man say about the marshal? Where was the glum 
faced being taken? Why?       [3]

iv.  With reference to question (iii) above explain what happened in reality.     [3]
v.  Explain the significance of hands in the story? What role do the eavesdroppers 

play in the story?                    [4]

Question-4

From before Kipling’s time, the school had been run on English public-school lines; and the
boys, most of home from wealthy Indian families, wore blazers, caps and ties. Life 
magazine, in a feature on India, had once called it the ‘Eton of the East’. Mr. Oliver had 
been teaching in the school for several years. 

I. Who was Mr. Oliver? What was his usual activity during the evening?     [3]
ii. What was called ‘Eton of the East’? Why?    [3]
iii. What kind of weather was there on the night when Oliver was returning to this 

school? How does it add to the setting of the story?     [3]
iv. What did Oliver encounter while coming back to school one night? What did he 

do after that?    [3]
v. What kind of man was Oliver as described at the beginning of the story? How did

he prove himself opposite of this description?    [4]

Question-5 

“You have only four teeth in your jaw, but your craving is for big things. Alright, get the 
stuff for the sauce, and I will prepare it for you. After all, next year you may not be alive to 
ask for anything. But, first get me all the stuff, including a measure of rice or millet and I 
will satisfy your unholy craving. Our store is empty today.”

I. What was Muni craving for? Why?    [3]
ii. Why did his wife agree to supply with what he was craving for? Under what 

condition would she oblige him?     [3]
iii. How did Muni attract the attention of the shopkeeper and win over his goodwill? 

[3]
iv. How could Muni get some raw food items from the shop?     [3]
v. Why did Muni’s wife refuse to give him any food? what does it reveal about 

Muni’s wife?     [4]


