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   NOTE: - You will not be allowed to write during the first 15 minutes. This time is to be
spent in reading the question paper. The intended marks for the questions are given in the
brackets. Attempt 5 questions in all, covering sections-A, B and C. Do not attempt all the 
6 questions.

SECTION A: DRAMA

Question-1

Read the given extracts and answer the questions that follow: -

Portia
Inquire the Jew’s house out, give him this deed,
And let him sign it: We’II away to-night,
And be a day before our husbands home:
This deed will be well welcome to Lorenzo
Enter Gratiano
Gratiano
Fair sir, you well o’erta’en
My Lord Bassanio, upon more advice,
Hath sent you here this ring, and doth entreat
Your company at dinner

i. Which deed is referred in the extract? What are the contents of the deed? Why 
will Lorenzo be happy to have the deed?       [3]

ii. Give the meaning of:        [3]
a. Inquire the Jew’s house out.
b. You are well o’erta’en.

iii. Where is Portia going that night? Why should she reach home before her 
husband? Under what pretext was she away from home?    [4]

iv. What comedy follows later because of Bassanio having given the ring to 
Portia?    [3]

v. How does the ring episode become a part of the love episode? How does the 
ring-episode add humour to the play?      [3]



Question – 2

Antonio
I have heard 
Your Grace hath ta’en great pains to qualify
His rigorous course; but since he stands obdurate,
And that no lawful means can carry me
Out of his envy’s reach, I do oppose
My patience to his fury, and am arm’d
To suffer, with a quietness of spirit,
The very tyranny and rage of his.

i. Where does this scene take place? What has the Duke said before this extract 
about the hard- hearted adversary?    [3]

ii. What rigorous course is referred to in the extract? Why does Antonio say that 
no lawful means can carry him out of his enemy’s reach?        [3]

iii. Give the meaning of the following:   [3]
a. I do oppose/ My patience to his fury
b. Arm’d/ To suffer

iv. From the speech of the Duke, after the extract, give an example to show that 
the Duke was annoyed with Shylock?      [3]

v. What mood are (a) Shylock and (b) Antonio at this juncture?    [4]

                 SECTION B: POETRY

Question- 3

The angel wrote, and vanished. The next night
It came again with a great wakening light,
And showed the names whom love of God had blessed,
And lo! Ben Adhem’s name led all the rest

i. What did the angel write? Describe what happened the night after the angel
vanished.    [3]

ii. Briefly give a character sketch of Abou Ben Adhem.   [3]
iii. Explain the following lines: [3]

a. It came again with a great wakening light
b. And lo! Ben Adhem’s name led all the rest

iv. What did the angel show Abou? How can you look at the extract as the 
climax in the poem?     [3]

v. On the basis of the above extract bring out the main theme in the poem.      
[3]

Question- 4

   It was roses, roses all the way,
   With myrtle mixed in my path like mad:
   The house roofs seem to heave and sway,
   The church spires flamed, such flags they had,

   A year ago, on this very day.



i. Who is the speaker of the above lines? Why is his path filled with roses?     
[3]

ii. What significance does the line” a year ago on this very day” hold in 
context of the poem?    [3]

iii. Which figure of speech is prominent in “with myrtle mixed in my path like 
mad”? What does myrtle symbolise here?      [4]

iv. Who are they in the following line? What light does the line throw on 
them?
 They had answered, “And afterward, what else?”  [3]

v. What kind of reception had the speaker received then? How can you say 
so?    [3]

                        SECTION C: SHORT STORIES

Question- 5

The mugger crocodile, blackish brown above and yellowy white under, lay motionless, 
able to wait forever till food came.

This antediluvian saurian- this prehistoric juggernaut, ferocious and formidable, a vast 
force in the water, propelled by the unimaginable and irresistible power of the huge tail, 
lay lapped by ripples, a throb in its throat. His mouth, running almost the whole length of
his head, was closed and fixed in that evil bony, smile, and where the yellow underside 
came up to it, it was tinged with green.

i. What is a mugger crocodile? Give its three characteristic features.    [3]
ii. Give the meaning of:   [3]

a. antediluvian saurian:
b. prehistoric juggernaut:

iii. Describe the appearance of the crocodile. What made him move?       [3]
iv. Describe the appearance of Gujar women as seen by Sibia.   [3]
v. State why was Sibia more thrilled at finding the blue bead than saving the 

Gujar women from the crocodile. What does this reveal about Sibia?    [4]

Question-6

How does the story, The Blue Bead depict the theme,“Where there Is a will, there 
is a way”?     [16]

              


