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NOTE- You will not be allowed to write during the first five minutes. This time is to 
be spent in reading the question paper. The time given at time given above is the time for 
writing the answers. Attempt five questions in all. You must attempt one question from each 
of the sections- A, B and C and any two other questions. The intended marks for questions 
or parts are given in brackets [   ].

Section A- Drama

Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow:

Question- 1

Lorenzo
Nay we slink away in supper time,
Disguise us at my lodging, and return
All in an hour
Gratiano
We have not made good preparation
Salarino
We have not spoken yet of torch bearers
Salanio
Tis vile, unless it may be quaintly order’d,
And better in my mind, not undertook.
Lorenzo
Tis now but four o’ clock: we have two hours
To furnish us

i. Why did Lorenzo and his friends plan to disguise themselves at dinner time? How
well are they prepared for the disguise?     [3]

ii. Who is supposed to be the torch bearer? What is the actual purpose of having a 
torch bearer in the scene?      [3]

iii. Who is giving the dinner party? Whom does Launcelot invite for dinner?   [3]
iv. Describe briefly how the dinner party facilitates the elopement of Jessica with 

Lorenzo.      [3]
v. Whose letter does Launcelot bring? Why is it an important confidential letter? 

How does Launcelot guess whose letter it is?                 [4]



 
Question-2. 

Lorenzo

Sweet friends, your patience for my long abode.

Not I, but my affairs, have made you wait:

When you shall please to play the thieves for wives,

I’II watch as long for you then, Approach;

Here dwells my father Jew. Ho! Who’s within?

i. Where is Lorenzo and who are his sweet friends?   [3]
ii. What did his friend say about the anxiety of those in love?   [3]
iii. What were the affairs that kept the speaker away so long?   [3]
iv. What is meant by ‘to play the thieves for wives’? How apt are these remarks in 

the context?   [3]
v. What does Lorenzo ask Jessica to do later in the scene? What is Jessica’s reaction 

to his request?   [4]

Section B – Poetry

Question- 3

Read the following extract given below and answer the question that follow:

Continuous as the stars that shine

And twinkle on the milky way,

They stretched in never ending line

Along the margin of the bay:

Ten thousand saw I at a glance,

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

i. How are the daffodils compared to the stars?   [3]
ii. What is the milky way? Why is it referred to in the extract?              [3]
iii. What is meant by the margin of the bay?   [3]
iv. State how the technique of using exaggeration heightens the poetic effect in the 

extract?   [3]
v. Briefly describe the musical quality of the extract.   [4]

Question-4



 
The caged bird sings
with fearful trill
of things unknown
but longed for still
and his tune is heard
on the distant hill
for the caged bird
 sings of freedom

i. Under what circumstances does the caged bird sing? What does this tell about his 
condition?        [3]

ii. Why does the caged bird sing of “things unknown”?        [3]
iii. What is meant by: “fearful trill”? Why is it said to be fearful?    [3]
iv. What song is he singing? Why?   [3]
v. Why is his singing heard on a distant hill? What does this signify with reference 

to the poet’s life?   [4]

Section C- Short Stories

Question- 5

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

It was not a gem, though: it was sand-worn glass that had been rolling about in the river for 
a long time. By chance, it was perforated right through-the neck of a bottle perhaps? – a 
blue bead.

In the shrill noisy village above the ford, out of a mud house the same coloured as the 
ground came a little girl, a thin starveling child dressed in an earth coloured rag.

i. From where did the little girl come? What was she wearing? What was she 
eating?

ii. Describe the physical appearance of the little girl?
iii. Give evidence to prove that the girl was from a poor household family?
iv. Why was the little girl known as a child-woman and born to toil?
v. Describe the strange object found near the crocodile. Justify why the story is 

named after the object.

Question- 6

Mr Oliver’s encounter with the boy and the watchman could either be real or figment of his 
imagination. Give your views in the context of the story. Explain why do you think so.  [16]



 


